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The Neuroscience of the Power of Intention   

From a neuroscience perspective, the "power of intention" can be understood as the brain's 
ability to use focused thought and goal-setting to influence behaviour, attention, and neural 
pathways. It's not a mystical force, but rather a set of interconnected processes that drive 
motivation and action. 

The Brain on Intention 

• Prefrontal Cortex (PFC): This is the brain's command centre for higher-level thinking. 
When you form an intention, you are actively engaging your PFC, which is responsible for 
planning, decision-making, and filtering out distractions. It helps you focus on your 
desired outcome and create a mental roadmap to get there. 

• Dopamine and the Reward System: Intention is closely linked to motivation. When you 
set a goal, your brain's reward system - particularly the nucleus accumbens - releases 
dopamine. This isn't just about feeling good; dopamine is a "go-get-it" signal that 
motivates you to take action toward the goal you've set. 

• Neuroplasticity: This is the brain's incredible ability to change and reorganise itself by 
forming new neural connections. Every time you focus on an intention, you're 
strengthening the neural pathways associated with that thought or behaviour. The more 
you "fire together" the neurons related to your intention, the more they "wire together," 
making it easier to think and act in that way in the future. 

• The Reticular Activating System (RAS): Located in the brainstem, the RAS acts as a 
filter for all the information your brain receives. When you set an intention, it essentially 
tells your RAS what to look for. This is why you might suddenly notice more opportunities 
or information related to your goal - your brain has been primed to pay attention to them. 

Essentially, when you set an intention, you are consciously directing your brain's natural 
machinery for focus, motivation, and learning. It's a powerful way to harness your brain's 
capacity for change and goal-oriented behaviour. 

 

http://www.universalcoachingalliance.org/

